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increase in the number of printers was due to the
removal of the gag by the Long Parliament. The
Long Parliament never had any intention of re-
moving the gag; but having its hands full with
other and weightier matters it could find no time
to deal with the printers, and in the heat of the
fight, it was only too thankful to avail itself of
the pens of those who replied to the attacks of the
Royalist press. The best evidence of this is, that
as soon as opportunity offered, and in spite of the
warning of the greatest literary man of that day,
who was on their own side, the Long Parliament
re-imposed the gag with as much severity as the
hierarchy which it had deposed.

For the publication of the news of the day, each
party had its own organs. On the side of the
Parliament the principal journals were The King-
doms Weekly Intelligencer, printed and published
by Nathaniel Butter, and Mercurius Britannicus,
edited by Marchmont Nedham; while Mercurius
Aulicus, edited by clever John Birkenhead, repre-
sented the Royalists, and was ably seconded by
the Perfect Occurrences, printed by John Clowes
and Robert Ibbitson.

These sheets, which usually consisted of from
four to eight quarto pages, contained news of the
movements and actions of the opposing armies,
the proceedings of the Parliament at Westminster,
or of the King's Council at Oxford, or wherever
he happened to be, and they were published some-